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Welcome back!

Happy New Year! Welcome back to the Spring term! We hope you’ve had a good Christmas and a well-deserved
break from school!

Our curriculum this half term centres around Evolution with our Science, Reading and Writing having a focus on
how evolution takes places over many years and how we know about the changes that take place. The evolution
theme also extends to our trip to The Deep in February. In History, we are thinking about the non-European
society of the Maya and what made them so distinctive. In English, we are also reading a class novel called The
Firework Makers daughter, and basing narrative writing around it.

Our computing work involves programming, in addition to an online safety unit concerning Online bullying. This fits
well with the forthcoming, nationally recognised event ‘Safer Internet Day’ on 10t February with the theme ‘Smart
tech, safe choices — Exploring the safe and responsible use of Al’. In PSHE, our whole school theme is Living in
the wider world as we think about belonging to a community. In PE, we will be doing tennis, as well as gymnastics
with Mr Hardy, our Next Level Sports coach. This half term, we will complete an art topic about activism.

Uniform

It's been great to see so many children back at school looking incredibly smart. A quick reminder that children
should wear black trousers, skirts or shorts, a white or red polo shirt, a red jumper or cardigan and black shoes.
Children may wear a pair of stud earrings and a watch.

On PE days, or when participating in after school clubs, children should come to school in their active uniform.
Active uniform should include black shorts, leggings or joggers, a white t-shirt, a red or black sweatshirt or jacket,
without large logos, and trainers. On PE days all jewellery should be removed before coming to school and hair
should be tied up. Any recent piercings can be covered as long as the PE activity is non-contact. Please send
children to school with tape to cover piercings if this is the case.

PE Days Interventions

This term, PE will be taught by Mr Hardy from Next Level. | As we rapidly approach SATs, we have selected
Our PE day is Tuesday for the forthcoming term as we some children to attend booster sessions before and
prepare for SATs. However, we will also have some PE after school.You will have been contacted if your

time on a Friday afternoon if the weather allows. Please | chjld(ren), have received an invite. We will continually
ensure children are prepared for cold weather as some monitor progress and adjust the targetted children as

sessions may be outdoors. necessary. Please pay close attention to class dojo
for updates or changes.

Homework

Homework will continue to be set weekly including Maths, English and spellings. The children should be spending
additional time accessing the online resources made available by school including TT Rockstars and Spelling
Shed.

It is essential that children are reading regularly. This may be independent, silent reading or to an adult. Talking
about the text, asking the children what has happened, about the characters or what they think will happen next is
also really useful to help children recall what they have read. It doesn’t have to be a school book. Online reading,
recipes, game instructions etc all count too!

Times table practise is also key. There are so many Maths questions which require secure knowledge of the times
tables facts, it is really good practice for all children to spend some time recalling x tables, their inverse facts and
other related facts i.e. if children know 8x3=24, they should also know 80x3=240, 80x30=2400, 8x300=2400,
240/3=80, 24/0.8=30.

Leaver’s hoodies

A few parents have asked about leaver’s hoodies. Last year, we worked closely with Brain at Sabre Sports
(Outram Street in Sutton) to organise hoodies. Once the design has been finalised, parents will be able to visit the
shop to try on hoodies, make an order and pay. We will let you know when this has been organised and Brian is
ready for us!
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